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Office: 651-501-2345
justyna@calljustyna.com

Justyna Johnson
eXp Realty

Each data point is 12 months of activity. Data is from February 11, 2024.

All data from NorthstarMLS. Data deemed reliable but not guaranteed. InfoSparks © 2024 ShowingTime.
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Twin Cities Region Woodbury

1 review | 3 weeks ago
NEW
Justyna Johnson is the best realtor and friend you can �nd in the area. Having been the most recognizable 

realtor in the Woodbury area for such a long time, Justyna knows the market. After studying the 

neighborhood thoroughly, Justyna recommended the selling price that was right at the target I set out. 

After this everything went as I imagined. She has a wonderful team that made the home sale as easy and 

smooth as it can be. They helped us to lighten our stress and provided really timely help in repair and waste 

disposal. This was a big plus for us. Communication was superb, as Justyna gave us the answers we needed 

and sought right away, even in the Sunday morning. She is a true professional who knows what she does, 

and really good at it. She knows the market very well and has a good approach. Her supporting team is 

terri�c! We were able to sell the home about 88% faster than the competing homes.

Call Justyna Today 651 501-2345
justyna@calljustyna.com
www.calljustyna.com

100% Happiness Guarantee!

Just Listed!

Just Listed!
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    Lake Elmo & Rochester

         info@builtstrongext.com

20 Years Experience in the Business

Tony Flattum
Managing Area Director
Tony's cell 651-592-8822

Residential & Commercial Services
Owens Corning Platinum Preferred Contractor

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS 

$100
O� your care

plan in
January
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This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted 
neighborhood partner to use. Get to know the businesses that make this magazine 

possible. Please support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

#ADVERTISING
The W

Jason Stern
(651) 210-6576

ALLERGY / ASTHMA
Allergy and Asthma 
Center of Minnesota

(612) 444-3247

ART STUDIO
Color Me Mine
(651) 717-5663

woodbury.colormemine.com

AUTO DETAILING
On The Spot Detailing

Chuck Labrasseur
(612) 900-5908

onthespotdetailingservice.com

BALLOONS AND EVENT DECOR
Balloon Artistry by Mandana

Mandana Okpor-Company
(651) 295-7014

www.BalloonArtistryByMandana.com

CHIROPRACTOR
Mindset Chiropractic

Mark Dvorak
(651) 348-6989

www.mindsetchiro.com

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Green Oasis

(715) 426-2007
www.GreenOasis.co

DANCE STUDIO
DelMonico Dance

Kim DelMonico
(651) 337-1744

delmonicodance.com

DECKS, DESIGN & REMODELING
Green Oasis

(715) 426-2007
www.GreenOasis.co

DENTIST
Park Dental Bailey Road

(651) 714-8237
parkdental.com

Park Dental Radio Drive
(651) 735-9057
parkdental.com

Park Dental Woodbury
(651) 714-5555
parkdental.com

FITNESS
Cyclebar Woodbury

(651) 846-9100
cyclebar.com

HOTWORX Woodbury
Lexi Klein

(651) 347-1177
hotworx.net/studio/woodbury

FLOORING
Illi Hardwood Flooring

David Illi
(651) 285-6322
IlliHardwood.com

HEATING & COOLING
Standard Heating & Air Conditioning

(612) 824-2656
standardheating.com

INSURANCE
Allstate - Nick Hauer

(651) 731-2580
agents.allstate.com/nicholas-hauer-

woodbury-mn.html

INTERIOR DESIGN
Home at Merriment

(651) 219-4597
homeatmerriment.com

ShaSha Interiors
Marsha Anderson

(651) 470-7724
shashainteriors.com

IRRIGATION
Green Oasis

(715) 426-2007
www.GreenOasis.co

JEWELER/REPAIRS
Greg Foote Jewelers

(651) 227-7324
gregfootejewelers.com

FB:@ALISSACODDINGTONPORTRAITS  |  INSTAGRAM:@ALISSACODDINGTON

ALISSACODDINGTON.COM | 612.756. 8827 | PHOTOGRAPHER, WOODBURY, MN

2025 High School Senior Sessions! 
Hurry and book*!

The first 10 people to purchase a 
package receive a bonus 1 hour creative 

session (photographer’s choice). 
*beginning March 1st

On the Cutting Edge
At Illi Hardwood Flooring, we've 
built our livelihood on producing 
beautiful floors. From the simple 

red oak floor to the lavish Brazilian 
cherry floor with a custom border 
or inlay, we've experienced it all 

and we can help you every step of 
the way. No job is too small or

 too big, give us a call!

"David was very easy to work with. He had expansive 
experience in all types of wood flooring. He provided us 
with all our options and was very accommodating. The 
finished product is awesome. We love 
our new floors and his craftsmanship is 
second to none. We would highly 
recommend David!" - Wedgewood 
Resident Derek Goodnature & Family 

Installation
Sanding
Buff & Coats
Stairs

Locally owned and operated, 
professional hardwood flooring.

illihardwood.com
651-285-6322Millie (Goodnature Family) approves!

755 BIELENBERG DR755 BIELENBERG DR  
STE 103 | WOODBURYSTE 103 | WOODBURY

651-504-5901651-504-5901
WWW.VANTAGEPOINTEYES.COMWWW.VANTAGEPOINTEYES.COM

For FREE Estimates Call Today!
651-248-9293

Interior/Exterior/Residential/Commercial

GALVAN PAINTING, LLC
QUALITY AND AFFORDABILITY

Leave Painting to the Professionals Call...

Email :  ngp8822@gmail .com 
Check us out on Facebook!Na t e  &  Ch r i s t a  Ga l v an  a r e  Wedgewood  r e s i d en t s !

Wallpaper Removal • Enameling • Staining, Sealing & Varnishing 
Ceiling Texturing • Drywall Repair • Full Exterior Painting
Decks, Gazebos & Fences • 2 Year Warranty • Insured
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- Fully stocked trucks for prompt,          
   on-site service.
- Clean, courteous, professional.
- Expertise in old and new home  
   plumbing systems.
- References and cost estimates     
   provided.

St Paul

651.644.9400
STPAULPIPEWORKS.COM

PIPEWORKS

SAVE $44 OFF YOUR NEXT SERVICE CALL

T R U S T  Y O U R  
L A W N  T O  U S

 M O S T  R E L I A B L E  L A W N  C A R E  S E R V I C E  

P R O V I D E R  I N  W O O D B U R Y

VISITwww.hansenslawncare.com
for a

FREE Quote
• Weekly mowing
• Lawn Fertilizer and weed control
• Sprinkler start up and inspection
• Mosquito control
• Fresh Mulch installation
• Tree injections
• Emerald ash borer
• Driveway snow clearing
• Core aeration and overseeding-repair from summer heat
• Outdoor lighting

(612) 849-0254
Veteran Owned

LANDSCAPING
4 Seasons Property Care

DJ Troje
(651) 263-6935

www.4seasonsmn.com

Green Oasis
(715) 426-2007

www.GreenOasis.co

LAWN CARE
Green Oasis

(715) 426-2007
www.GreenOasis.co

Hansen’s Lawn Care
Richard Hansen
(612) 849-0254

hansenslawncare.com

MASSAGE
Body Rhythms

(651) 379-4004
www.bodyrhythmsmassagemn.com

MEAL PREP SERVICE
Health Junkie

Meg Junker
(763) 703-6855

www.healthjunkieusa.com

MEN’S GROOMING
House of Handsome

Brittany Block
(605) 690-7305

www.houseofhandsomemn.com

OPTOMETRIST
Vantage Point Eyes

Lisa Holtman
(651) 504-5901

www.vantagepointeyes.com

PAINTING
Galvan Painting, LLC

Nate Galvan
(651) 248-9293

PEST CONTROL
Green Oasis

(715) 426-2007
www.GreenOasis.co

PET CARE/BOARDING/
GROOMING /TRAINING

Animal Inn Pet Resort & Spa AND 
Companionship Dog Training

Corwin & Katie Cheng
(651) 777-0255

animalinnpetresort.net and 
companionshipdogtraining.com

PET GROOMING
Fur the Love of Pets

Atlas Roy
(651) 340-8070

www.furtheloveofpets.info

PHOTOGRAPHER
Alissa Coddington Photography

Alissa Coddington
(612) 756-8827

www.alissacoddington.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/ BRANDING
Perfectly Imperfect Studios, LLC

LaTwanna Williams
(651) 276-2088

www.perfectlyis.com

PLUMBING
St Paul Pipeworks

Charlie Avoles
(651) 644-9400

StPaulpipeworks.com

REAL ESTATE
Coldwell Banker Realty

Hyounsoo Lathrop
(651) 233-8527

HyounsooLathrop.com

Edina Realty/ Dussik 
Real Estate Group

Lynn Dussik
(612) 382-8383
LynnDussik.com

EXP Realty
Justyna Johnson
(651) 501-2345
calljustyna.com

REMODELING
Stonebridge Kitchen & Bath

Beth Edlund
(651) 324-6428

www.stonebridgekandb.com

RESTAURANTS
Bub’s Aussie Gourmet Pies

Jason Drysdale
(651) 493-9528

www.bubsaussiepies.com

Jersey Mike’s Subs
(651) 340-9741

The ‘Wick Pub & Grill
Walter Buffalo

(651) 294-3160
thewickpubgrill.com

ROOFING
Built Strong Exteriors

(651) 702-1300
builtstrongexteriors.com

JTR Roofing, Inc.
(651) 777-7394

www.JTRRoofingInc.com

Roofs R Us
Luke Vogel

(612) 282.8092

SENIOR LIVING
Boulder Ponds Senior Living

BoulderPondsSeniorLiving.com

Saint Therese
Kathleen McLaughlin

(651) 209-9100
sttheresemn.org

The Waters of Oakdale
www.thewaters.com

SPA
The Woodhouse Day Spa

(651) 409-9777
woodbury.woodhousespas.com

WAXING STUDIO
The Birthday Suit
Stacey Laricchia
(651) 400-0929

thebirthdaysuit.com

WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Knutsen Financial Group

Todd Knutsen
(651) 209-1907

knutsenfinancialgroup.com

WINDOW CLEANING
KW Outdoor Solutions

(218) 316-0965
www.kwoutdoorsolutions.com

strollmag.com
Delivering Neighborhood Connections  
© 2024 The N2 Company, Inc.

DISCLAIMER: This publication is also known as The W of Wedgewood, is owned by The N2 
Company, and is not affiliated with or sponsored by any club, developer, or homeowners 
association. Articles and advertisements in this publication and opinions expressed therein do not 
necessarily reflect the views of N2 but remain solely those of the author(s) or advertiser(s). The 
paid advertisements contained within this magazine are not endorsed or recommended by N2. 
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WHAT DO YOU 
LOVE MOST ABOUT 

WEDGEWOOD?

THANK YOU W TEAM & QUESTION OF THE MONTH

Lindsay PaitichLaurie Przytarski

LaTwanna WilliamsKrista ScaramuzzoKasey ReschKaren Behm

Laurie SpolidoroPatrick M. Reardon

Jason Stern Genie Stern

Brad Rongitsch

Chris "Strupper" ErikstrupChristopher OlleyAmelia HardyAnne Burt

Janet ArchibaldAshley AndersonCalley EdlundBeth Edlund AJ Anderson

Stacy Soderholm Derek GoodnatureDeeAnn PlayerCordell HardyClaudia Swett Alissa Coddington

Todd Knutson Hyounsoo Lathrop

Nicole Chow Sheon Hunte

Robin SolidRita Hunte Rishi RaichurAbigail Knutson
Want to Join us as a contributor, writer or photographer in 

2024? Email jason.stern@n2co.com for details.

Jon Rys

Joey Resch

Jenny TiborJason Player

Tom and Jody Wilwert

Nick ScaramuzzoMike DulitzMary Kieffer

Manish Raichur

Kristin Rogers

Reed Paitich

Reena Raichur Sarah OlsenRyan Paul

Judy RysLaura Boffeli

Alice HalvorsonReena Paul

Lynn Dussik

Marsha Anderson

BE SURE TO THANK A W TEAM MEMBER TODAY!

“That’s an easy 
one…two words: 

It’s beauty!”
– Judy Wilwert

“I love the trails in 
our Wedgewood 

neighborhood! They 
lead to great parks 
and are so beautiful 
to walk through no 
matter what season 

we’re in!”
– Janet Archibald

“What I love about 
Wedgewood is the 

sense of security and 
the pride residents of 

this community display 
in their property. I 

think in our discrete 
way, we hold each 

other accountable in 
how we represent the 

community. I can’t 
think of another place 

I’d like to be.” 
– Sheon Hunte

“The best part of 
Wedgewood is the 

people! Our neighbors 
are the nicest, most 
caring individuals. 
I wouldn’t want to 
live in any other 

neighborhood and 
truthfully have had 
nightmares of being 
forced to move away 
from my neighbors.”
– Ashley Anderson

“People are so 
friendly—when I go for 
my walks they greet me 
even if they don’t know 

me. Residents are 
proud of their homes 
and take care of them, 
including the beautiful 
lawns and landscaping. 
I’m proud to be a part 
of this community.”
– Laurie Spolidoro
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LYNN DUSSIK
Certified Relocation Specialist

LYNNDUSSIK@EDINAREALTY.COM

(612) 382-8383

"Lynn was excellent!  She worked overtime on this sale. She got dirty getting rid of some curbside weeds, handled plants for 
the porch and did great staging. I was out of town for much of this e�ort and she communicated daily with status updates. 
We were able to do a  remote close, which was flawless. She's a rockstar. Thanks Lynn!"  Jerry D.

Happy Spring! 

prohibiting discrimination. The Fair 
Housing Act prohibits a seller from 
making a decision on who they sell 
their home to based on protected 
classifications, like race, ethnicity, 
religion, familial status, gender and 
disability. Some state laws have similar 
protections that extend to classes 
beyond that of the Fair Housing Act—
for example, Minnesota law protects 
against discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation.

If a buyer letter contains 
information about the buyers’ race, 
religion or something else that might 
implicate a protected class, that can put 
the seller in a tricky position. In fact, 
many sellers specifically request that 
no letters be submitted with the offers. 
If you are going to submit a letter with 
your offer, we recommend that you 
focus on the home and what you love 
about it (which sellers love to hear) and 
stay away from comments that reflect 
these protected classes.

I made an offer on a house that was 
accepted. However, I just received the 
appraisal back, and it is less than the 
contract price. What can I do now? Can 
I still buy the house? 
It can be disappointing when an 
appraisal comes in lower than the price 
you had agreed upon. But just because 
an appraisal comes back less than the 
contract price does not mean the deal is 
done or that the parties are required to 
renegotiate the price.

While it depends on your specific 
financial situation, in some cases, 
a low appraisal will not have any 
impact on your ability to move 
forward with the purchase. You 
may need to bring extra funds to 
closing, or your mortgage interest 
rate could be less advantageous, 
but moving forward with the 
purchase could still be possible.

Unfortunately, in other situations, a 
low appraisal may result in an inability 
to obtain financing for the purchase. 

Your real estate agent can work with 
you before submitting offers to discuss 
options for how to handle a low appraisal 
situation, including different terms to put 
into the contract to ensure you can move 
forward, or perhaps not move forward, 
with a purchase in a low appraisal 
situation. It is also a good idea to discuss 
appraisal issues with your lender to 
understand what impact a low appraisal 
could have on a potential purchase, given 
your specific financial situation.

Lynn Dussik with Dussik Real Estate 
Group, Inc. can help both buyers 
and sellers navigate through this 
competitive market. As a Wedgewood 
resident and Realtor for over 25 years, 
she knows the Wedgewood area well. 
You can reach her at LynnDussik@
edinarealty.com or (612) 382-8383.

The Edina Realty Legal Department serves as in-house 
counsel for Edina Realty and their agents and does not 
represent private clients. This insight is not intended to 
provide legal advice. 

Homeownership can be complicated, 
but I also think it’s one of the most 
rewarding ventures out there. I hope to 
demystify some of the trickier aspects 
of buying, selling and owning a home.

You may have heard stories 
about the real estate market and lots 
of buyer competition for a limited 
number of properties for sale. While 
we expect to see an increase in 
inventory in 2024, we also anticipate 
continued competition among buyers. 
In this article, our lawyers at 
Edina Realty help to answer some 
questions that buyers are raising 
in the current real estate market. 

Dear Edina Realty Legal,  
I just made a full-price offer on a house, 
but the seller accepted a different 
offer. Doesn’t a seller have to accept 
my offer if I pay full price? 
Despite your offer being full price, the 
seller is not required to accept it. When 
a seller lists a property, they are simply 
advertising it. An MLS listing is not 
an offer to sell the home that can be 
accepted by simply submitting a full-
price purchase agreement. Typically, 
the buyer submits an offer, and the 
seller has nearly complete discretion in 
deciding whether to accept it.

The seller may have received an 
offer for over the list price and that was 
the reason your offer was not accepted. 
And as you likely realized when writing 
your offer in the first place, there are 
a lot of things, beyond the price, that 
you had to decide to include in your 
offer. Some of those items included 

whether to do an inspection, what type 
of financing to use or even whether to 
use financing at all.

Sellers need to evaluate all terms 
when deciding which offer is best for 
that seller. A seller might choose one 
offer over another because the closing 
date is sooner, the buyer is paying 100% 
cash, the buyer did not need to sell their 
home before purchasing the seller’s 
home or for various other reasons. 
While submitting a full-price offer is 
a good way to get a seller’s attention, 
it is only one aspect of the contract 
the seller is considering. Continue 
working with your real estate agent 
to come up with the most competitive 
offer you can make, and hopefully, a 
seller will accept your offer soon.

Should I forego having a home 
inspection as part of my offer? 
The real estate contracts used in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin have 
provisions that allow a buyer to make 
their purchase contingent on a home 
inspection. Generally, if the buyer and 
seller agree to this contingency, the buyer 
will hire a professional home inspector 
to conduct a thorough inspection of 
the property and prepare a report with 
those findings. The buyer and seller 
can then negotiate possible repairs and 
the buyer may have the opportunity to 
cancel the contract if they are concerned 
about the condition of the home.

The home inspection contingency 
has obvious benefits for the buyer, 
and Edina Realty recommends a home 
inspection on every purchase. But in 

a seller-favorable market, we often 
see many different strategies intended 
to make an offer stand out from the 
rest of the crowd. One strategy is to 
not have the contract contingent on 
a home inspection. That’s certainly a 
strategy you can employ, but it comes 
with some risks.

Keep in mind that homes can have 
problems not apparent to the untrained 
eye. A good professional home inspector 
has the experience and training to 
see some of the issues the average 
person cannot. Your REALTOR® is 
not a professional home inspector and 
should not be relied upon in lieu of a 
professional. Even though a seller must 
disclose problems on the property, 
there are potential issues that even 
the seller may not be aware of. If you 
don’t elect to have a home inspection 
and later discover a problem with the 
property, that problem could be your 
responsibility as the new homeowner.

I’ve heard that I should include with 
my offer a letter about myself. But 
I’ve also heard that I shouldn’t do 
that. Which is correct? 
It’s not uncommon for a buyer to 
include a letter to the seller with their 
offer. And in recent years, that practice 
has become somewhat more prevalent. 
Some agents are of the opinion that a 
good “love letter” can help sway the 
seller to choose your offer.

If you have heard that you shouldn’t 
provide a letter with your offer, that 
likely comes from concerns about 
the Fair Housing Act or state laws 

BY WEDGEWOOD RESIDENT LYNN DUSSIK

WEDGEWOOD REAL ESTATE NEWS YOU CAN USE

How Can Buyers  
Navigate Today’s  
Crowded and  
Competitive Market?
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BY WEDGEWOOD RESIDENT TODD W. KNUTSEN CHFC, CLU

Much Ado 
About RMDs

WEDGEWOOD FINANCIAL FITNESS

Todd Knutsen is the 
owner and founder 
of Knutsen Financial 
Group, an independent 
financial services 
firm designed to 
assist businesses and 
individuals to develop 
proven retirement 
strategies. Todd brings 
a unique perspective 
to investing and 
retirement planning 
utilizing over 35 years 

of industry and technical strengths to evaluate optimal 
strategies for today’s retirement planning challenges. 
He is passionate about helping others achieve financial 
security. Todd has lived in Woodbury since 1988. He 
and his wife Laura together have five children and four 
grandchildren. After many years of being involved with 
kids sports as a parent, coach and spectator, Todd’s 
hobbies now revolve around spending time with loved 
ones, golfing, hunting, traveling, reading or walking his 
trusted German Shorthaired Pointer- “Bentley”. 

The SECURE 2.0 Act, passed in late 2022, included 
numerous provisions affecting retirement savings 
plans, including some that impact required minimum 
distributions (RMDs). Here is a summary of several 
important changes, as well as a quick primer on how 
to calculate RMDs.

WHAT ARE RMDS? 
Retirement savings accounts are a great way to grow 
your nest egg while deferring taxes. However, Uncle 
Sam generally won’t let you avoid taxes indefinitely. 
RMDs are amounts that the federal government 
requires you to withdraw annually from most 
retirement accounts after you reach a certain age. 
Currently, RMDs are required from traditional IRAs, 
SEP and SIMPLE IRAs, and work-based plans such as 
401(k), 403(b), and 457(b) accounts.

If you’re still working when you reach RMD age, 
you may be able to delay RMDs from your current 
employer’s plan until after you retire (as long as you 
don’t own more than 5% of the company); however, you 
must still take RMDs from other applicable accounts.

While you can always withdraw more than the 
required minimum, if you withdraw less, you’ll be 
subject to a federal penalty.

FOUR KEY CHANGES 
1. Perhaps the most notable change resulting from the 
SECURE 2.0 Act is the age at which RMDs must begin. 
Prior to 2020, the RMD age was 70½. After passage of 
the first SECURE Act in 2019, the age rose to 72 for those 
reaching age 70½ after December 31, 2019. Beginning in 
2023, SECURE 2.0 raised the age to 73 for those reaching 
age 72 after December 31, 2022, and, in 2033, to 75 for 
those who reach age 73 after December 31, 2032.

2. A second important change is the penalty for taking 
less than the total RMD amount in any given year. Prior 
to passage of SECURE 2.0, the penalty was 50% of the 
difference between the amount that should have been 
distributed and the amount actually withdrawn. The 
tax is now 25% of the difference and may be reduced 
further to 10% if the mistake is corrected in a timely 
manner (as defined by the IRS).
3. A primary benefit of Roth IRAs is that account 
owners (and typically their spouses) are not required to 
take RMDs from those accounts during their lifetimes, 
which can enhance estate-planning strategies. A 
provision in SECURE 2.0 brings work-based Roth 
accounts in line with Roth IRAs. Beginning in 2024, 
employer-sponsored Roth 401(k) accounts will no 
longer be subject to RMDs during the original account 
owner’s lifetime. (Beneficiaries, however, must 
generally take RMDs after inheriting accounts.)
4. Similarly, a provision in SECURE 2.0 ensures 
that surviving spouses who are sole beneficiaries of 
a work-based account are treated the same as their 
IRA counterparts beginning in 2024. Specifically, 
surviving spouses who are sole beneficiaries and 
inherit a work-based account will be able to treat the 
account as their own. Spouses will then be able to 
use the favorable uniform lifetime table, rather than 
the single life table, to calculate RMDs. Spouses will 
also be able to delay taking distributions until they 
reach their RMD age or until the account owner 
would have reached RMD age.

HOW TO CALCULATE RMDS 
RMDs are calculated by dividing your account 
balance by a life expectancy factor specified in IRS 
tables (see IRS Publication 590-B). Generally, you 

would use the account balance as of the previous 
December 31 to determine the current year’s RMD.

For example, say you reach age 73 in 2024 and have 
$300,000 in a traditional IRA on December 31, 2023. 
Using the IRS’s Uniform Lifetime Table, your RMD for 
2024 would be $11,321 ($300,000 ÷ 26.5).

The IRS allows you to delay your first RMD until 
April 1 of the year following the year in which it is 
required. So in the above example, you would be able 
to delay the $11,321 distribution until as late as April 1, 
2025. However, you will not be allowed to delay your 
second RMD beyond December 31 of that same year 
— which means you would have to take two RMDs in 
2025. This could have significant implications for your 
income tax obligation, so beware.

An RMD is calculated separately for each IRA 
you have; however, you can withdraw the total from 
any one or more IRAs. Similar rules apply to 403(b) 
accounts. With other work-based plans, an RMD is 
calculated for and paid from each plan separately.

For more information about RMDs, contact your tax 
or financial professional. There is no assurance that 
working with a financial professional will improve 
investment results. 

Securities and investment advisory services offered through Gradient Securities, 
LLC (Arden Hills, MN 866-991-1539). Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Gradient Securities, LLC (a SEC Registered Investment Advisor) offers investment 
advisory services under the d.b.a. of Gradient Wealth 
Management. Gradient Securities, LLC and its advisors do not render tax, legal, or 
accounting advice. Insurance products and services are 
offered through Knutsen Financial Group. Knutsen Financial Group is not affiliated 
with Gradient Securities, LLC 1) Prepared by Broadridge 
Investor Communication Solutions, Inc. Copyright 2018 Broadridge Investor 
Communication Solutions, Inc. does not provide investment, tax, or 
legal advice. The information presented here is not specific to any individual’s 
personal circumstances. 
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YARD OF THE MONTH

Email jason.stern@n2co.com to claim 
your prize. Thank you for helping to 
keep your W Community beautiful!

Nominate your yard or a neighbor’s by 
emailing jason.stern@n2co.com  

or texting 651-210-6576.

You just won!

Is This 
Your 

Wedgewood 
Yard?
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& 
BY WEDGEWOOD RESIDENT 
ALICE HALVORSON
PHOTOS BY 
ALISSA CODDINGTON  
PHOTOGRAPHY 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBORS GRATEFUL
FAITHFUL



Stroll The W of Wedgewood       2120       April 2024

A

Alice Halvorson has been a Wedgewood Resident for 
nearly 20 years with her husband, Nick, and their two 
children: Connor (16) and Ava (12). Alice is the co-owner 
of Flostate Fitness (theflostate.com) which provides 
online fitness classes you can do anywhere you are, as 
well as in-person classes available through the City of 
Woodbury and fun local events. She is also the co-
creator & director of the Live Brave 5K and 1 Mile (@
livebrave5k) annual road races at Colby Lake Park that 
help fight eating disorders. She seems to spend too much 
time at The Wick, loves the latest Netflix binge, looks 
forward to traveling whenever possible and swears by 
exercise as her drug of choice. She also truly enjoys 
bringing you the stories of our Wedgewood Residents. 

A faith-filled human with a servant heart, Norb 
Tennessen has devoted much of his life to helping others 
and volunteering - especially now, long after retirement. 
An engineer with a love of math, Norb got his start at 
IBM in October of 1967 and enjoyed 34 years at the 
company - which included time in Iowa, New York and 
even London. In fact, daughter Tracy went with them 
on that London trip as a student and ended up with an 
internship at IBM. Norb retired in April of 2001 and 
embarked on his next (and on-going) chapter of life, what 
he passionately describes as doing God’s will. You might 
be wondering what that means? Norb didn’t know at first 
either, until his life started unfolding…

For the past 20 years, Norb has been very active 
at St. Ambrose Catholic Church and runs the gift shop 
there called, Our Lady of Peace; a volunteer-driven book 
store providing faith-based literature and tools. He also 
developed a passion for and became involved in a local 
pregnancy resource center called Woodbury Options for 
Women - which is partially supported by St. Ambrose. 
Woodbury Options for Women was founded to provide 
women in the East Metro & surrounding areas with 
education, support and resources as they walk through 
their pregnancy journey. The center has supported 
hundreds of women at no cost to them.

At first, Norb kept rejecting the idea of getting 
involved. “Why me,” he asked, “why should I be the one 
to get involved?” As he wrestled with it, his thoughts 
changed to why NOT me. In this process, he realized 
everything he did in his working life prior to this was 
a sort of “training ground” - preparing him with skills 
he’d need to help run Woodbury Options and tackle any 

challenges that came his way. He’s humbled and grateful 
for this opportunity to use his skills to help others.

Speaking of gratitude, Norb told me that he got an 
important exercise in it after a retreat and, specifically, 
after going to confession. The feedback from the priest was: 
write down five things you are most grateful for today, and 
in the days to come, take each of these things and pursue 
them. As you can imagine, Norb discovered he had many 
more things to be grateful for than what he could count on 
one hand, and a few rose to the top in our conversation.

Norb is grateful for the family he was born into. At this 
point in his life, he is lucky to still have four living siblings 
who all get along. Over in Catwaba, Wisconsin, sits the 
Tennessen Family Farm, which has been in the family for 
years. The barn had seen it’s better days and was at risk 
of toppling over. The Tennessen crew decided to restore 
the barn, and to put the proverbial cherry on top, had a 
“Barn Again” party in 1999. A few hundred people were 
in attendance to celebrate the barn being born again! The 
family made this a tradition and hosted a barn party for 20 
consecutive years - with the last one taking place in 2019.

Norb’s wife, Kathi, is his rock and provides a sense of 
steadiness to him and the family. Aside from daily love and 
support, she is also able to be a voice of reason for him. She 
has the ability to see things through a different lens and 
provide valuable insight - even if he doesn’t want to hear it. 
They strike a beautiful balance, and Norb is grateful for their 
lifelong partnership and their adult children, Brian and Tracy.

Above all else, Norb expressed a deep gratitude for 
the person he believes God made him to be; a person with 
unique gifts to share on this earth. It’s safe to say that many 
have been touched by his generosity and devotion.

Norb and Kathi Tennessen have lived in their sun-filled Wedgewood home on Prestwick Golf Course 
since 1998. We shared a laugh over their golf ability (or lack thereof), but despite that, the Tennessens 
love living on the course and in our Woodbury community. The relationships they have built here have 

been priceless and the on-going work they’ve pursued in our community fulfilling. Norb and I sat down to 
chat about his life, what he’s passionate about and, ultimately, what he’s grateful for. 

Alice Halvorson, Feature Writer Alissa Coddington, Feature Photographer

A PERSON 
WITH UNIQUE 

GIFTS TO 
SHARE ON 

THIS EARTH
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INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE 

612-431-2430 | www.boulderpondsseniorliving.com
1 9 2  J A D E  T R A I L  N ,  L A K E  E L M O ,  M N  5 5 0 4 2

[ [Age Magnificently.

GOMOTIRES.COM/MSP
612.800.2685

*Wedgewood Locally Owned Business
CHAD GRANGER, OWNER FULL SERVICE TIRE SHOP 

THAT COMES TO YOU!

SPRING AHEAD AND ORDER NOW!!
MENTION THIS AD AND SAVE $100
ON TIRES AND INSTALLATION!!!

Wish your neighbors 
were reading about your 
company right now?

Email the publisher of this magazine for details 
on print and digital advertising packages.

Perfectly
Imperfect
Studios

We create, develop, and produce
Authentic Visual Stories for

businesses and personal brands.

651.276.2088

www.perfectlyis.com
latwanna@perfectlyis.com

Instagram: @perfectlyis
Linkedin: /in/perfectlyis

N E W  W E D G E W O O D  R E S I D E N T !

We reach 550+ of the 
best neighborhoods 
in the country. 
You're in one.

Learn more about Stroll, America's leading neighborhood 
magazine publisher, by visiting strollmag.com.

“I appreciate you all! 
Thank you all for 

your dedicated work 
on this magazine. It 
has evolved into an 

amazing publication 
filled with insightful 

and informative 
articles! Everyone 
looks forward to 

receiving this in the 
mail! It is appreciated 

and enjoyed by all.  
You rock!"

- LYNN DUSSIK, EDINA REALTY
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTWORK TO JASON.STERN@N2CO.COM

2 convenient Woodbury locations!
429 Commerce Dr.

(651) 340-9741
7455 Currell Blvd

(651) 735-3148

7801 Afton Road,
Suite 18,

Woodbury, MN
605-690-7305

House of
Handsome

Men’s 
Grooming

ARTWORK BY WEDGEWOOD RESIDENT RYAN PAUL
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Email your child’s or grandchild’s art to  
jason.stern@n2co.com to become a published artist here!

Want to See Your Child’s Art Here? 

CHILDREN’S ART:  HAPP Y EASTER!

Gianna, Age 12 John Paul, Age 5
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HYOUNSOO 
LATHROP, 
REALTOR® 
A Name That Is Hard to Say But Easy to Trust

YOUR W COMMUNITY SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT

Hyounsoo Lathrop, Real estate consultant, Coldwell Banker Realty
651.233.8527
Hlathrop@cbrealty.com
www.HyounsooLathrop.com
https://www.facebook.com/hyounsoolathrop/
https://www.instagram.com/hyounsoolathrop/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hyounsoo-sohn-lathrop-72648912/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnKbgJx8wj_f45GNmYDSXWQ

Where did you grow up? Seoul, Korea

How did you get interested in this 
field? I heard from my son’s friend’s 
mom that she was having a hard time 
finding a home and her Realtor told 
her she was too picky!!! I went home 
and started checking online to find 
something just right for her. After 
spending hours, I realized that if 
I’m doing this so passionately when 
no one asked, why don’t I just get a 
license and maybe able to help some 
people properly. My father was a first 
generation real estate broker in Seoul, 
Korea and that never occurred to me 
that one day I would be a Realtor!

Your education/training?
1. Bachelor in Voice: Kyung hee 
University: Seoul, Korea.
2. Professional studies of Opera: Jacob’s 
school of Music, Bloomington Indiana
3. Artist Diploma: Jacob’s school of 
Music, Bloomington Indiana

How long has your business been open? 
2024 is my 10th year in the industry.

How many people do you employ? I 
have a stager, transaction coordinator 
and listing coordinator.

What do you offer people, and what 
type of people use your services...how 

do they benefit? I help people selling, 
buying or building a house.

What makes you “unique/
extraordinary/different?”  I don’t just 
help them sell, buy or build but help 
them decide what is the right choice for 
them to achieve their goals.

Why do clients come to see YOU and 
not another type of similar service? 
Because they know when they come to 
me, I won’t “sell” them but “help” them. 
I might end up recommending them to 
not sell and renovate the house. Or rent 
the place instead of selling. Or not to 
buy/build a house at that time. I would 

treat them really like my own children 
(regardless of their age) and see what 
would be best for them.

Given your business expertise and the 
nature of what you do, what advice 
(whether general or specific) can you 
offer to the residents? If you decide to 
move, find a couple of reputable agents 
by reading reviews carefully. I wouldn’t 
go with an agent who just sells the 
most houses because you might be 
treated as one of many clients. At the 
same time, you want to definitely go 
with the people who care about YOU, 
not just selling, and knows the area and 
ins and outs of marketing. Make sure to 
interview a couple of them.

What do you love about your job...and 
WHY do you love it? I want people to 

be happy and living in the right home 
can make people happier! Being a good 
Realtor is much more than just selling 
houses. You have to have eyes for 
details, know the psychology of buyers 
when selling and vice versa. You also 
need relentless worth ethic and the 
art of communication skill with other 
agents and clients. I have seen many 
agents breaking the deals by having bad 
attitude/communication with the other 
agent. During and after, many of my 
clients become my friends. It is a most 
rewarding job I can think of!

Sum up your business in three words: 
Trust, Knowledge, and Execution

What advice do you have for others 
starting their own business? I 
recommend meeting the people who 

went on the journey you want to go and 
can be honest about sharing the path: 
the good, bad and ugly. 

What are your hobbies...what do you 
love to do outside of work? I love to learn 
how to become “better me” and listen to 
books. I also love to organize(Outer order 
inner peace!) and play piano.

Anything else you want to share? 
Either personal or professional...
One day, my mom told me that God 
gave me a gift and I have to use it. She 
was talking about my singing. Now I 
sing for churches, nursing homes or 
events when I have a chance. I believe 
in spreading positive energy and want 
to inspire people. It might be from 
singing, helping them in Real estate or 
just meeting them in a grocery store.
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PHOTOS BY WEDGEWOOD ALUM (NOW LIVING IN ENGLAND) CALLEY EDLUND

The Burj Al Arab Tour and the Presidential Suite

WEDGEWOOD ALUM
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Dog name: Spike
Breed: Coton de Tulear 
Dog dad: Wedgewood 
Resident Rich Rusin

SPIKE SAYS HELLO 
FROM WEDGEWOOD!

WE LOVE OUR PETS

KITCHEN AND BATH REMODELING
651.324.6428

WWW.STONEBRIDGEKANDB.COMFUNCTION | COMFORT | STYLE

STONEBRIDGE
K   B+

 License #BC725214

WE CAN HELP!

February is a 
good month to 

get your

 KITCHEN
 organized! 

online coupon code
Wmagazine

KW Outdoor Solutions

(218) 316-0965 • kwoutdoorsolutions.com

KW Outdoor Solutions is a locally-owned house washing, and 
window cleaning company that has been serving clients in the 

Twin Cities and the surrounding areas since 2018. Clean windows 
can make a big difference in the curb appeal of your home, and 

our local, family-owned operation knows how to get the job 
completed promptly and with no fuss. 

Contact us today for more information!

www.balloonartistrybymandana.com

651-295-7014
mandana.m@comcast.net

  Gorgeous balloon decor and fabulous balloon twisting 
services for all your special birthdays, bridal or baby showers, 

weddings, proms, school graduations, grand openings, 
retirement homes, daycares, corporate events, festivals,

and holidays!

Award-winning Certified Balloon
Artist Mandana Okpor-Company

Balloon Artistry by Mandana

Want to see your pet photo here? 
Email your photo to jason.stern@
n2co.com with name of pet and pet 
owner and other relevant info. 
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BY WEDGEWOOD RESIDENT  
ABIGAIL KNUTSONThe Lenten Season

9555 Wedgewood Drive Woodbury MN, 55125

(651)-294-3160
 

From handcrafted menus to creative styling ideas
& innovative concepts, we will work with you to

create the perfect wedding or special event.
Inquire today at prestwickevents.com

(651)-294-3165
9555 Wedgewood Dr, Woodbury, MN 55125

Abigail Knutson was raised in Woodbury’s 
Wedgewood neighborhood. She now resides in 
Cottage Grove with her loving husband Kevin. 
She attended grade school at St. Ambrose and 
continues to be a parishioner there. She received 
her degree in Elementary Education from Saint 
Mary’s University and now teaches 4th Grade at 
Saint Ambrose. She feels blessed to teach at a 
Catholic school where she is able to keep Christ 
at the center of the day by teaching virtue, and 
helping children grow stronger in their faith.

Hello Readers! 

We are right in the middle of the 
Lenten Season. Lent is a 40 day season 
of praying, fasting, and almsgiving. 
It begins on Ash Wednesday, which 
was Feb. 14th this year, and ends 
once the sun sets on Holy Thursday. 
During Lent, we prepare ourselves 
to celebrate Jesus’s resurrection on 
Easter. If you attended church on Ash 
Wednesday, you would have received 
ashes on your forehead. These ashes 
remind us that we are only dust and 
to dust we shall return one day. These 
ashes represent our mortality and 
remind us that we are all sinners who 
need a savior. Lent is a great time to 
admit of any wrongdoings (sins,) and 
turn back to our belief in God.

What is praying and why do we try to 
make extra time to pray during Lent? 
Praying helps us prepare our souls and 
hearts for the Holy Days to come when 
we remember Jesus’ crucifixion. One 
way you could pray during Lent is with 
the Stations of the Cross. These lead 
you through Jesus’s walk to Calvary. 
There are 14 stations and each one 
depicts his journey to Calvary through 
sacred art, prayers, and reflections. 
Once a week during Lent, my students 
and I walk around to each station 
where we reflect and pray. Saint 
Ambrose Catholic Church has Stations 

every Friday evening during Lent and 
anyone is welcome to attend. Another 
way to pray is by going to daily Mass, 
and especially attending Mass on the 
weekends. Furthermore, reading the 
Bible or saying the rosary each day is 
a beautiful way to grow closer to the 
Lord, as the devil detests the rosary. 
Lastly, spending time in Adoration with 
God who is present in the Eucharist 
is a wonderful way to pray. At Saint 
Ambrose, the Adoration chapel is open 
24 hours and all are welcome.

What is fasting and why do we 
incorporate this into Lent? 
Fasting is abstaining from eating and 
sometimes drinking. For Catholics, 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are 
obligatory days of Fasting for all adults 
who are healthy and able. In addition, 
Catholics are supposed to abstain 
from meat on Fridays. Since Jesus 
sacrificed his flesh for us on Good 
Friday, we refrain from eating meat 
in his honor on Fridays. Oftentimes, 
people will also give up something that 
they really enjoy eating for pleasure 
during Lent such as sweets, bacon, 
candy, pop, etc.. Because Christ 
suffered so much for us by laying down 
his life for our sins, the least we can 
do is make some sort of extra sacrifice 
in our life during this Lenten season. 
We want to thank and honor him for 
all he has done and continues to do for 

us. Without his sacrifice, we would not 
be able to get to Heaven.

What is almsgiving and why do we put 
high importance on it during Lent?
Almsgiving is donating money/goods 
to help the poor, and performing 
other acts of Charity. It is pleasing 
to God when we love and help take 
care of those around us. We are 
called to be good Samaritans, help 
our neighbor, and treat everyone with 
dignity. Giving of your time for the 
better of another, is also a great way 
to give during Lent. Generosity brings 
us the greatest joy. I believe that 
those who are a blessing to others, 
will be blessed themselves.

What have you done during this Lenten 
season to prepare yourself for Christ’s 
death, and resurrection? 
If you have not done anything 
differently in your life, it is not too 
late. I encourage you to do something, 
even if it is small to prepare your 
soul and honor the one who made all 
things new.

“Whoever confers benefits 
will be amply enriched, and 
whoever refreshes others 
will be refreshed.”
– PROVERBS 11:25
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9100 Hudson Rd. Unit 100 Suite 16
Woodbury, MN 55125

(Inside Sola Salon @ Woodbury Lakes)
(651) 400-0929 (call or text)
www.TheBirthdaySuit.com

www.ShopTheBirthdaySuit.com

      "TheBDaySuitMN"           "The Birthday Suit, MN"

The Birthday Suit is a full-service waxing spa 
that is ready to bring our hair removal 
expertise to Woodbury and create an 
affordable luxury service for our new 

"Minnesota Neighbors." 

1ST TIME CLIENT
SPECIALS:

• Free Brow or Lip wax for 1st time clients

• $30 Brazilian for 1st time clients

• $40 Full Back for 1st time Male Clients
(You may receive only 1 of the 1st time promotions as a new client)

Give us a call at 
651-777-0255,

email at
info@animalinnpetresort.net

or download our app

Have your pet join
our family and be

cared for by top
industry professionals.

Services:
We offer boarding for cats and dogs,

daycare, full service grooming, private dog 
training and board and train programs.

All services are provided by a well-trained, 
highly educated and caring staff,

led by owners that have over 
25 combined years of experience. 

Experienced Sta� | High Quality-Products | Our Quality Promise

Exterior & Interior Packages for:
Car/Truck/SUV/Boat

www.onthespotdetailingservice.com
@onthespotmn

(612) 900-5908
7776 Hudson Road, Woodbury, Minnesota 55125

651-470-7724651-470-7724

Designing Colorful 
Spaces You'll Love to 
Live In

Call me to
get started on 
your home!
-Marsha

3
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WE’RE YOUR GOLD GUYS

SILVER
PLATINUM
DIAMONDS

GOLD
WE BUY

goldguys.com @thegoldguys /thegoldguys

Maple Grove 
(763) 657-8000

Bloomington 
(952) 465-3489

Woodbury 
(651) 714-9200

LOCATIONS

Anyone who emails a photo 
for this page receives either 
a gift card to Nothing Bundt 

Cakes or Bridgeman’s Ice 
Cream, the two best desserts 

in Woodbury! Email your 
photo and message to  

jason.stern@n2pub.com

This is the page where you 
can wish your loved one a 
happy birthday, say happy 

anniversary, celebrate a life 
milestone or simply say, 

“SURPRISE, you’re in the 
magazine this month!”.

NEW! 
THE GOLD PAGE:  SEE YOUR PHOTOS HERE!

Welcome to Justy’s Page!



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063

MN LICENSE: #20415614
WI LICENSE: #855969

JTRROOFINGINC.COM  |  651-777-7394  |  11200 STILLWATER BLVD. N.  |  STE. 106B LAKE ELMO, MN

SELECTED BEST ROOFER, GUTTERS 2011-2022  |  SELECTED BEST SIDING 2013-2015  |  2018-2022

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING  |  ALL TYPES OF SIDING | ALL TYPES OF SOFITS & FACIA  |  WINDOWS | REMODELING
TRAINED PROFESSIONALS | FREE HAIL & STORM DAMAGE INSPECTION | ASSISTANCE WITH INSURANCE

JTR ROOFING, INC
Quality You Can Count OnQuality You Can Count On

GO TO  JTRROOFINGINC.COM FOR YOURS TODAY!

TIME TO CALL JTR ROOFING 
FOR YOUR FREE INSPECTION.

TIME TO CALL JTR ROOFING 
FOR YOUR FREE INSPECTION.

A preferred
WEDGEWOOD BUSINESS

A Publication for the Residents of The W of Wedgewood


